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PRODUCTION AND SUPPLY RESPONSE OF SEED COTTON
IN MENUFIA GOVERNORATE (1988-2003)

TALAB, M. A. AND S. M. M. EL MOGHAWRY

" Agricultural Research Center — Agricultural Economic Research Institute”
(Manuscript received 22 December 2004 )

Abstract

Cotton crop is considered to be one of the basic pillars
of National Economy in general, and Agricultural Economy in
particular. It is a major input for many economic and trade
activities, especially for spinning and weaving industries.

The main objective of this research is to study
production and supply response of the seed cotton in Menufia
governorate during the period (1988-2003), to identify the
limitations of cotton production and the main reasons of the
decrease in the cultivated area in Menufia governorate. By
using secondary data published and unpublished by the Ministry
of Agriculture, Central Agency for Public Mobilization and
Statistics and other sources. Also, primary data were collected
by simple questionnaire from a sample of 160 cotton farmers in
Menufia governorate during the 2003 Agricultural season.

The findings of this research indicated that there was a
decrease in cotton cultivated area in Menufia governorate of
about 1.19 thousand feddan annually, with a rate of 3.45%
from the annual average of cotton cultivated area of about 34.5
thousand feddans during the period (1988-2003). Moreover,
production and productivity per feddan fluctuated around their
means, estimated at about 226 thousand kentars, and 6.6
kentar / feddan.
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It was revealed that about 57%, 20% of production
changes were due to changes in the cultivated area and
productivity respectively.

Supply response equation revealed that about 68% of
cotton cultivated area changes in Menufia governorate
“dependent variable” were due to changes in the cultivated area
of the main competitive crops such as wheat and long season
clover “Independent variables”.

Analysié of primary data collected in the sample showed

that:

1- Applying Potassium sulphate fertilizer is unknown for
about 55.6% of farmers.

2- Optimal quantity of fertilizers is unknown for about
48% of farmers.

3- Best time of planting is unknown for about 8.8% of
farmers.

Finally, the study recommends that:

1- Cotton must be planted in a large collected area to
make possible applying appropriate technology and
reducing production costs.

2- Itis also necessary to strengthen the role of extension
activities.

3- Agricultural loans and other inputs must be available

at reasonable prices.



