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A COMPARATIVE STUDY FOR SOME VARIABLES
AFFACTING FARMER’S ATTITUDES TOWARDS THE
AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIVE SOCIETY IN EL-BEHERA
AND EL-MINYA GOVERNORATES

YOUSRI ABDEL MAWLA HASSAN RAMIH

Researcher, Rural Society Research Division, Agricultural Extension And Rural
Development Research Institute, Agricultural Research Center

In spite of the fact that the agricuitural cooperative society
(ACS) have many activities to serve it's members, farmers still seeking
more of such activities in order to make it cope with the current global
changes. The agricultural cooperative society as one of social organiza-
tions exist in the village, was established to serve farmers. Under current
changes, the A.C.S play important roles in developing agriculture and
achieving rural development.

The research aimed at :

» Explaining the impact of geographical and cultural differences on the
degree of farmers’ attitude towards A. C. S .

« Identificating level of farmer’s attitude towards A.C.S ;

» Identificating relationship between some independent variables and the
degree of farmer’s attitude towards A. C. S;

« Identificating the size of relative contribution for some of the indepen-
dent variables in clarifying the variance on the degree of farmer’s atti-
tude towards A.C. S ;

+ Exploring the problem facing farmers their dealing with the A.C.S and
their proposed solution in order to overcome such problems.

The study was carried out in two villages, Kome- El Berka and
Zahraa , Kafer EI Dawar Behera governorate and in another two villages,
Talla and Nazilet Hassan , El Minya , El Minya governorate . The data were
collected through personal interview using questionnaire developed for
the purpose of this study. A pre-test was conduded for 40 respondents
in Kafr Mekawi , Zagzeg, Sharkia governorate . Then the questionnaire
was adjusted accordingly.

To analyise the data, different tools were used. These included :
Frequency and percentage ; T-test ; Simple correlation Coefficient; and
Step-Wise multiple regression and correlation analysis.

The main results are as follows :

* There is a signfient difference at the level 0.01 between El Behera
governorate and El-Minya governorate in the degree of farmer’s atti-
tude towards A.C. S ;

« In Behera governorate there is a significant difference between the de-
gree of attitude towards A. C. S and the following independent vari-
ables: family education; family size; annual family income; cuiture ope-



e S ol s

ness ; degree of organizational membership geographical openess, size
of agrricultural holding (agricultural land), family ownership for agricul-
tural projects, number of home equipment , leadership, cooperation,
satisfaction about society services.

« In El-Minya governorate, there is a significant difference between the
degree of farmer’s attitude towards A. C. S ; and the following inde-
pendent variabels, family size ; annual family income ; culture open-
ness; family ownership for agricultural project; leadership ; coopera-
tion; satisfaction about society services ; degree of respondent’s
education , informal participation; and size of agricultural holding (agri-
cultural land).

« There are 4 independent variables affecting the degree of respondent
attitude towards A. C. S in El Behera governarate . These indude, de-
gree of organizational membership; satisfaction about society servic-
es, family ownership for agricultural project ; and cooperative , where
the determination coefficient was 6.32 .

* There are 6 independent variables affecting the degree of respondent
attitude towards A. C. S in El Minya governorate. These indude , coop-
eration leadership ; size of agricultural holding (land); culture openness
; satisfaction about society services; and participation , where the de-
termination coefficient was 0.33 .

¢ The study shows the most important problems facing farmers dealing
with the A.C.S in Behera governorate are : high price of production in-
puts , most of the equipments are out of order , inavailability of ferti-
lizers , no certified seeds, lack of extension bulletins and magazines ,
and the complexity of procedures respectively .

* The problems facing farmers dealing with A.C.S in El Minya , are : no
cleaning for irrigation and drainage canals , most of the equipment are
out of order , high price of production input , lack of extension bulle-
tins and magazines and inavailability of fertilizers.
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